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FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 

Principle (1)(d): A free press is essential to ensuring 
governmental transparency and accountability. 

Government officials have a special duty to respect 
the independence of journalistic organizations. 

Lul<e 12:2-3 

Determine why having a free press is important to you. 

Heavenly Father has urged us to seek light and knowledge to 

SCRIPTURE STU Dy
help us do good in the world (Moroni 7:19, see also Moroni 7 

> > > > generally). But to gain a broad knowledge of local, national, 

"For there is nothing 
covered, that shall not 

be revealed; neither hid, 
that shall not be l<nown. 

Therefore whatsoever 
ye have spol<en in 

darkness shall be heard 
in the light; and that 

which ye have spol<en in 
the ear in closets shall 
be proclaimed upon 

the housetops." 
Lul<e 12:2-3 

and world events, we have to rely on the press to witness, 
research, and sift through information on our behalf. This reporting 
is best accomplished when members of the press are free to gather 
and report news with limited constraints from government. 

Freedom of the press was so important to the United States 
founding fathers that they codified it in the First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution (see page 2). And Americans often refer to the press 
as the «fourth estate,» or a fourth entity, independent of the other 
three branches of government, which keeps those other branches in 
check. Thomas Jefferson famously said, «were it left to me to decide 
whether we should have a government without newspapers, or 
newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment 
to prefer the latter.» He and others recognized that to govern 
ourselves and adequately 
protect the rights of all, we 
must have free forums to 

gain information and discuss issues in the public sphere. 
Although having a free press is crucial for 

protecting democracy, we still need to 
remember that journalism quality differs 

greatly from source to source. We must 
learn to be informed consumers, striving 

to find information from a variety of 
sources and recognizing media bias. You 

can learn more about media literacy by 
studying principle (3)(a) of the MWEG 

Principles of Ethical Government. 

As independent watchdogs, the press can bring to light 
wrongdoings and corruption, naturally creating an 
adversarial relationship between the press and those in 
power. As a result, throughout history, local and world 
leaders have often complained about the press and sought 
to control it. Press freedom is currently under threat 
around the world, with countries like Russia and China 
blocking websites, sponsoring their own state-run media 
outlets, and imprisoning - and at times killing - journalists. Sadly, even in the U.S. freedom of the 
press is at risk. Derogatory comments made by government leaders about the press can jeopardize 
journalist safety as well as call into question the concept of verifiable facts. For these and other 
reasons, the U.S. ranked only 48 out of 180 countries on the World Press Freedom Index for 2019. 
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